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Congregational Survey by the Middle School 
R.E. Students at UUCV  

The RE middle school class at UUCV has about ten students ranging from age 11 to 14 (grades 6-8). In No-
vember, the students passed out a survey to the congregation asking questions about the religious background 

and current beliefs of the members of our congregation. 
The goal of the survey was to demonstrate to the middle 
school class the diversity of the backgrounds and the 
wide range of spiritual beliefs of the members at 
UUCV. 
By the end of three years in the middle school class, 
and the completion of the Coming of Age program, 
students at UUCV will have written a Belief Statement. 
For the typical middle school-age student in central PA, 
that would be easy. They believe what their parents and 
ministers have always told them to be the truth. For our 
students at UUCV this is no small task, and will require 
a lot of thought, study and soul searching. By doing this 
survey, the students were able to see that although we 
are all Unitarian Universalists, our core beliefs are very 
different. There were no two surveys that were handed 
in that were identical. Our members have come from 
many different backgrounds and now have wide  
ranging beliefs. 
Summarizing these surveys has proved to be a very 
difficult task. There is no way to come up with percent-
ages on what the respondents believe. For example, 21 
people checked off that they believe “God is Nature.” 
But all of them also checked other categories, such as 
Humanism, Mysticism, or Atheism. There were notes, 
and stories in the margins. Some people added new 
categories. Others ran out of room when listing other 
faiths they have tried. Some people listed religions I 
have never heard of before. What is Dutch Reformed? I 
have not googled that yet.  
There are some things that I can easily summarize for 
this article. Of the sixty responses, 21% said they came 
from a Catholic background, and 16% listed Christian, 
but only 8% came from a UU background. Under the  

category of what people believe now, more people put  
a check mark for Agnostic than any other category. But 
many of those check-marked survey returns included 
other check marks, notes and comments. One thing our 
class found very interesting — of the people that an-
swered the question “At what age did you begin to 
question your religious background?” 59% were be-
tween the ages of 12 and 16. 
When talking with the class about the survey, we con-
cluded the best part of being UU is that even though we 
all have different beliefs, it doesn’t change how we feel 
about each other. 
What I personally see from this survey is that there is 
no way to summarize, categorize or put numbers to 
what we believe.  

— Nancy Bittinger 
 
News About Coming of Age 
There are seven students in this year’s Coming of Age 
class, each paired with an adult mentor. The pairs are: 
Catherine Bloom with Laura Rumley, John Campbell 
with Jeb Boyd, Justine Campbell with Janet Folsom, 
Mitch Folsom with Jill Kachmar, Madison Folsom with 
Char Klein, Grayson Pettit with Jim Freeman, and 
Simon Hershey with John Bloom. 
In addition to one-on-one activities, they will all par-
ticipate in a weekend retreat in March, during which 
they will work on their Belief Statements, learn about 
UU history in preparation for their Boston trip, and 
have fun together! 

— Val Campbell and Judy Welles 
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MINISTER’S COLUMN 

WhatÕs This?  
This month our worship services will address racism, 
civil rights, and efforts to overcome the xenophobia that 
underlies widespread cultural and individual racism. 
This focus is meant to lead to action. 
In our annual Tolling of the Bells service, we will offer 
eulogies for six American public figures who made 
contributions to ending racial discrimination or who 
were pioneers in breaking racial barriers. Dan Bechtel 
will examine the roles of religions in racism on the 11th 
and on the 18th Rachael Teates will examine racism 
through an episode of StarTrek. We will celebrate the 
inauguration of the first widely recognized African 
American US President on the 25th. (At least six prior 
US Presidents had African ancestry, but were able to 
“pass” without it being widely recognized.) 
I have participated in several anti-racism workshops. 
Many of them were designed to elicit guilt from those 
who enjoy the benefits of privilege — from almost 
never having to deal with being identified as “other.” 
As a straight, white male with middle-class roots, 
northern European ancestry, and a good education, I 
have certainly enjoyed privilege. The focus on guilt 
mostly made me want to flee from the issue. That’s not 
helpful. 
But one workshop was particularly effective because it 
elicited a personal sense of what it is that I have to give 
up to identify as part of the privileged class — or more 
specifically, what I have to give up to avoid labeling 
myself with any explicit identity tags. 
The workshop invited participants to notice the feelings 
that arose from drilling down into our identities. What 
did it mean to acknowledge our ancestors and their 
struggles? For me it meant a deeper understanding of 
my inheritance — and both pride and shame at naming 
the heroes and heroines in my own family history along 
with the renegades and hooligans and their harmful 
actions. 
But it also meant beginning to understand the personal 
loss in not being able to claim specific identities with 
pride, acknowledging and embracing the inherent worth 
and dignity of every person, and creating a broadly in-
clusive community. 
What is called for from us is much more than seeking 
“tolerance” or “justice.” Neither is enough. We need 
more — a compassionate embrace and a true welcome. 
Our mission is to transform lives and care for the world. 
We ought to be clear about whose lives we seek to 
transform and what parts of the world we care about. 

Offering the shelter of a warm, dry, safe place to sleep 
to homeless men and women last month, providing bur-
saries for the education of girls from villages of Mo-
zambique to help reduce the spread of HIV-AIDS and 
enhance village life, and joining with Second Presbyte-
rian Church in a joint mission trip in March to build 
houses with the Chorti people of Honduras as we seek 
to understand their culture and heritage are important 
starting points. 
But the lives we can most effectively and ethically 
transform are our own. One of the most important paths 
to personal transformation is through service. With a 
faltering economic system and new leadership in the 
White House we have what may be a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity to examine our values — not just the ones 
we espouse, but the ones we bring to life through our 
actions — and to express our care and compassion in 
myriad ways. 
We cannot do this work alone. Sure it begins with indi-
vidual action and example. But big changes need a 
broad base of active participants willing to sacrifice — 
to make our offerings to the world sacred. That calls us 
to anti-oppression work. And that begins with claiming 
your identity, acknowledging your despair and shame, 
and embracing your pride and the potential of hope and 
change you can believe in. Believe in and set ourselves 
to accomplishing. We are called to do it. Let’s go. 
See you on Sunday. 

 
That Big Chalice Flame 
For the past several weeks we've been using an alcohol 
flame in our chalice. It has some salt in it to improve 
visibility. We've taken several safety precautions and 
believe it is safe. Fire extinguishers are nearby. The 
advantages of the alcohol flame are reliability (there are 
no wicks to burn down or get buried in wax), cleaner 
burning with much less smoke, less waste (pillar can-
dles don't burn more than about 1/2 of their wax), and 
— most significantly — better visibility and aesthetics. 
We hope you enjoy the dynamic dance of the flame 
over the chalice without undue worry. 
 

Next Newsletter Deadline 
Sunday, January 18 

Please send your submissions to newsletter@uucv.net 
and feel free to include photos or graphics. 

Remember, fewer words = more interesting eye appeal! 



 

A Vision For RE 

Our vision for our religious education programs is un-
furling its wings. Our vision, as expressed in various 
parent and committee meetings, and through the fami-
lies e-mail list, includes further integration between 
children’s programs and the larger church. This will 
take involvement of members of non-RE committees 
and programs. Here are some ways we may realize our 
vision. 
A “Mystery Buddies” program beginning in January 
will invite kids and adults to leave notes for each other 
in brown-bag mailboxes that the kids post in the social 
hall. The parents will read the notes to children who 
don’t read yet. The series of notes should reveal three 
things about themselves, from most obscure to most 
common. The adults will know who the child is, but the 
child will only discover who their Buddy is at a Valen-
tines Party that culminates the program. As our children 
grow, this program will help them and their adult bud-
dies get to know each other and build a strong network 
within our community.  
A member of our Joseph Priestley District staff, Ms. Pat 
Infante, Director of Lifespan Faith Development, has 
accepted an invitation to offer an “RE Visioning” work-
shop to our entire congregation on February 8th, follow-
ing the service. The RE Committee would like to invite 
the larger congregation because our vision for RE in-
cludes strengthening the connections between RE and 
other church programs. We have begun an alternative 
program with “Fundays Sundays.”  We plan to ask Pat 
Infante to help us apply the “Way Cool Sunday School” 
model that alternates classroom activities with an expe-
riential component, a reflection component, and a 
community worship that integrates all ages. We think 
we can strengthen what we have begun, use this model 
to broaden the focus of RE to include the larger church, 
and ensure that our Fundays have at their core a focus 
on our seven principles. We hope she will be able to 
address this among other topics.  
As we select our summer curriculum, I plan to offer an 
adult-education type of Teacher Training this Spring 
that focuses on the theology behind the curriculum. I 
hope to offer teachers something to reflect on that they 
may bring to their lessons. 
I am also working with the Ad-Hoc Security Committee 
to create Safety Guidelines for our kids’ programs. 
We’ll share these when they are done. These proce-
dures will ensure that we offer programs consistent with 
our value of the worth and dignity of every individual 
— and that communicate this respect to our children 
and families. 
We have 42 registered kids in our RE programs. We 
will invite them to make brown-bag mailboxes to be 
hung in the social hall in January. Gail Black will be 

matching adults to children. Please plan to sign up, 
write a few things about yourself over a few weeks, and 
attend a Valentine’s Party on February 15th after the 
service.  
Our vision for RE is growing, and it includes you.  

— Margaret Light 
Religious Education Coordinator 

 
Serious Stuff 
A discussion of Barack Obama’s Dreams from My Fa-
ther will lead off Serious Stuff Book Group’s tenth 
year. Jennifer Smith will lead the January 25 discus-
sion. Time is 6:30 to 8 p.m. in the church library. Other 
books for the year, with discussion leaders, are: 
February 22: Founding Father: Rediscovering George 
Washington, by Richard Brookhiser (Kathleen Gorak); 
March 22: The Last Lecture, by Randy Pausch (Darlene 
Smith); April 26: God and Other Famous Liberals, by 
F. Forrester Church (Kathleen Gorak); May 24: Darwin 
on Trial, by Phillip E. Johnson (Don Hoffman)); June 
28: Black Boy, by Richard Wright (June Hoch); July 26: 
Arab Voices Speak to American Hearts, by Samar 
Dahmash-Jarrah (Sandy Cones); August 23: Untouch-
able, by Mulk Raj Anand (Marilyn Durr); September 
27: Emotional Intelligence, by Daniel Goleman 
(Marilyn Durr); October 25: The Limits of Power, by 
Andrew J. Basevich (Sandy Cones). 
Anyone who was in on the first year of Serious Stuff 
meetings will recognize that the categories of books 
chosen have expanded considerably. Leslie Carr, who 
led the group from 2003 until this past summer, notes 
that fact in her comments for this article. She also re-
members that although our meeeting places have 
changed — from members’ homes, to the seminar room 
in the Religion Department at Dickinson, to the Adi-
rondack chairs on the Dickinson campus in good 
weather, to the UUCV library — “something stays con-
stant: the respectful discussion, the laughs, the coming 
together around books, the reverence for the printed 
word.” 
All but one of this year’s books are available now in 
paperback. The Basevich book is still only in hardback 
at this writing, but Jeff Wood at Whistlestop Book Shop 
assures us that it will be in paperback by October. We’ll 
pick out our 2010 books on November 22. 

— Marilyn Durr 

 



 

Racial Justice 
January, 2009, is the  month our first African American 
President will take office, surely a huge milestone on 
the road to true citizenship for all Americans (well, 
almost all — don’t forget the GLBT folk and the un-
documented immigrants). We have come a long way 
since the corner was turned in 1954 with the Supreme 
Court decision on Brown vs. Board of Education, but 
we still have a long way to go. That racism is still a 
very important factor is evident in the way race corre-
lates with being at the bottom of the income scale, with 
being concentrated in the failing inner city schools, 
with being concentrated in our prisons, and other  
measures.  
January is the month in which Dr. Martin Luther King’s 
birthday occurs, and there will be celebrations all over 
the country commemorating his birth, work, and leader-
ship in the effort to bring African Americans into the 
American mainstream. In Carlisle the celebration will 
take place on Sunday, Jan. 18, starting at 3 p.m. in the 
old County Courthouse on the Square and moving to St. 
Patrick’s Catholic Church at 140 E. Pomfret Street at 4 
p.m. Details can be found in an article by Heather 
Stauffer in the Sentinel for Nov. 18, 2008, on the web at  
http://cumberlink.com/articles/2008/11/20/news/local/d
oc4922d60447703015557812.prt. 
January has been designated by the Unitarian Univer-
salist Association (UUA) as Anti-Racism month. Per-
sonally, although I agree in substance, I prefer Racial 
Justice as a term, rather than Anti-Racism. What is im-
portant is what we are for rather than what we are 
against. I think we are for wholeheartedly welcoming 
people of all races and national origins into true citizen-
ship in this country, without discrimination and as a 
matter of course. We at UUCV are welcoming to all, 
and we value racial justice highly. We are not, however, 
very active in promoting racial justice in the community 
around us. The next few weeks might be a good time to 
think about this, and to ask whether there might be 
more that we would want to do. 
Duane tells me that, although there will be no service in 
January devoted wholly to racial justice, the theme will 
be woven into all four services for the month. In addi-
tion, our Change for the World for January will go to 
the local chapter of the NAACP. This chapter is work-
ing particularly to provide a mediation service for com-
plaints of discrimination on the basis of race. In 
Pennsylvania, the Human Relations Act prohibits dis-
crimination in the workplace, in housing, and in  public 
accommodations, on the basis of race, national origin, 
and a number of other things (please note that sexual 
orientation and gender identity are NOT among them!). 
Thus the NAACP is providing a vital local service that 
can settle cases and resolve disputes without the com-

plainants having to go through the difficulties and in-
conveniences of moving to the state level. This is the 
very thing we hope to accomplish with the local human 
relations ordinance we have proposed to the Carlisle 
Borough Council, which would cover all of the classes 
of discrimination, as well as including sexual orienta-
tion and gender identity. 

— Alan Franklin 
 

All in the UUCV Family  
Big congratulations to Liza Baker, daughter of Leslie 
Carr, who was admitted by Early Admission to Haver-
ford College; and to Nick Bloom, son of John Bloom 
and Amy Farrell, who was admitted early to Columbia 
University. How exciting for both of you! We are de-
lighted that Michael Politzer came home from his sur-
gery at Boston Children’s Hospital in such good shape.  
His mother, Geneva, is deeply grateful for all the help 
and support she has received from our congregation.  
 
The Thank You Department 
Mere words are not enough to thank David Glasgow 
and all the musicians for the deeply moving perform-
ance of David’s original cantata “Remember the Dark: 
A Cantata for the Winter Solstice” on December 21.  
Mark your calendars for a repeat performance on Satur-
day, January 3 at 6:00 p.m., and bring your friends! 
Many thanks to all of you who have volunteered for the 
CARES shelter that UUCV hosted in December. As 
expected, there are more clients than last year, but the 
experience has proven rewarding for many of our vol-
unteers, who signed up for additional time slots. 
Thanks to Carol and Paul McAnulty for coordinating 
the decorations that deck our halls and make the build-
ing look so festive! 
Thanks to Gail Black for coordinating the Mitten Tree; 
gifts left on the tree will go to Project SHARE to help 
keep their clients warm this winter. 
 

Save the Date! 
Congregational Town Hall Meeting 

Sunday, January 11 after the service. 
A second opportunity for conversation with your Board 
of Trustees. Special focus this time on news of our new 
sound system, plans for the upcoming canvass, and 
opportunities for volunteering at UUCV. 

Lunch will be served by our 
Middle School class at a modest charge. 
You may also attend the meeting without 

buying lunch if you wish. 



 

Sunday Worship Services  ¥  January, 2009 
 
January 4 Ñ  ÒThe Tolling of the BellsÓ  The Revs. Duane Fickeisen and Judy Welles. Music by Julie Moffitt and the Re-
corder Trio. 
We begin the New Year with recognition of those who have died in the last year and with commitments to the future. We 
invite you to mark the deaths of people who were close to you. We will offer eulogies for six American public figures who 
broke racial barriers or worked for civil rights. And we will invite you to participate in the ritual of the burning bowl to make 
concrete your intentions for the new year. 
 
January 11 Ñ  ÒReligion and RacismÓ  Dan Bechtel and Dan Cozort, Worship Associates.  Music by David M. Glasgow 
and the UUCV Choir. 
We will look at the varied roles religions have played in reinforcing and fighting against racism in order to identify  
continuing current problems and to explore the possibilities of overcoming racism in ourselves, in our religious communities, 
in our neighborhoods and in our world. 
 
January 18 Ñ  ÒThe Inherent Worth and Dignity of Every EntityÓ  Rachel Teates and Julie Ham, Worship Associates. 
Music by David M. Glasgow. 
As our nation moves boldly into the future, we will explore how the original Star Trek television series dealt with the issues 
of prejudice and tolerance. Gene Roddenberry’s optimistic view of the future shows that even enlightened and tolerant indi-
viduals may face new discoveries and alien creatures with fear and anxiety. Space is not the only final frontier.  
 
January 25 Ñ  ÒWhither Now?Ó  The Rev. Duane Fickeisen and Marc Renault, Worship Associate. Music by David M. 
Glasgow and the UUCV Choir. 
We will mark the inauguration of our new U.S. President and consider the daunting tasks ahead as we seek transformation of 
our nation. As Van Jones suggested, the task of governing is far different from that of protesting and campaigning. The times 
call us to examine our values, build community, practice compassion, and take action to effect change. We may pray that 
God mends every flaw in our country, but how will we help? What will you sacrifice as your offering to the future? 
 
 

 

Other Events in January 
(Be sure to check the on-line calendar at http://www.uucv.net/calendar.html 

for other information and details.) 
Saturday, January 3, 9:00 a.m. to noon Ñ  SoulCollage will meet in the Board Room. E-mail Dot Everhart with questions 
at doteverhart@yahoo.com.  
Saturday, January 3, 6:00 p.m. Ñ  “Remember the Dark: A Cantata for the Winter Solstice” will have its second perform-
ance in our sanctuary. Bring your friends for a moving and thought-provoking (and sometimes funny) experience. A free-will 
offering will be taken in support of the UUCV music program. 
Sunday, January 11, noon-ish Ñ  Congregational Town Hall meeting in the downstairs dining room (which will hopefully 
be accessible with our new lift!).  Lunch will be served by the Middle School class. 
Saturday, January 17, 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. Ñ  The Writer’s Group will meet at the home of Mary McCarthy, 139 W. Pomfret 
St., Carlisle. Call or e-mail Mary if you plan to attend in case of changes to the time/date/place: mmcarth@comcast.net; 258-
5668. Come join us for a fun and creative afternoon. It’s a time for sharing the prose or poetry you’ve written or you can read 
something written by your favorite author. As always, new members are most welcome! 
Sunday, January 18 Ð Next newsletter deadline.  Send submissions to newsletter@uucv.net. 
Sunday, January 25, 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. Ð Serious Stuff Book Group, meeting house library.  See article in this issue. 



 

UUCV Contacts and Resources
Meetinghouse and Office 
2 Forge Road, Boiling Springs • 717/249-8944 
www.uucv.net • uucv@pa.net 
Staff 
Ministers: Duane Fickeisen, Judy Welles 
E-mail: ministers@uucv.net, duane@uucv.net, 
judy@uucv.net 
Phone: 241-0410 (home study) 
Office Assistant: Elena Yarlett 
E-mail: uucv@pa.net 
Phone: 249-8944 (office) 
Religious Education Coordinator: Margaret Light 
E-mail: margaret@uucv.net 
Phone: 530-8128 (home) 
Music Director: David Glasgow 
E-mail: david@uucv.net 
Phone: 580-2432 (cell) 
Board of Trustees 
Jon Tarrant, President: jwtarrant@comcast.net 
Ed Glasgow, V.P.: edwinglasgow@aol.com 
Treasurer: vacant 
Jill Kachmar, Clerk: jkachmar@state.pa.us 
Rick Heckman: heckmanr@comcast.net 
John Kallmann: johnkallmann@earthlink.net 
Priscilla Laws: lawsp@dickinson.edu 
Ellen Lyon: elyon@pnco.com 
Dave Mooney: jdavemoo@comcast.net 
Bev Motich: bmotich@yahoo.com 

Committee Chairs and Other Leaders 
Building & Grounds: Letty Kress 
 kresswolf@paonline.com 
Coffee: Joyce Lukima, Gail Witwer 
 joycelukima@hotmail.com 
Committee on Ministry: 
 Carol McAnulty, paulancarol913@embarqmail.com 
 Joan Bechtel, bechteljo@aol.com 
 David Bateman, davidbateman@mac.com 
Communications Council: Kim Van Alkemade 
 kivana@comcast.net 
Compassion and Caring Circle: Anne Gero, 
 annegero@mac.com 
Finance & Fundraising: Bev Motich 
 bmotich@yahoo.com 
Flowers: Mary Lynn Lynch 
 marylynn_lynch@yahoo.com 
Greeters: Gail Black, gailblack@comcast.net 
Membership: Rachel Teates, teatesrl@gmail.com 
Music: John Kallmann, johnkallmann@earthlink.net 
Newsletter Editor: vacant 
Religious Education: Ann Berger-Knorr 
 annabellej@comcast.net 
Small Group Ministry: 
 Anne Gero, annegero@mac.com 
 Margery Andrews, md.andrews@comcast.net 
 Gisela Roethke, roethke@dickinson.edu 
Social Action Council: Kit and Alan Franklin, co-chairs 
 akfrank@kuhncom.net 

 


